Procedures and Steps For:  Figuring Cost of Materials
Woodworking Technology

Providing an Estimate and figuring material costs are something that every professional most do. If they fall short in this area they might suffer a time and financial loss. 

1. Look at your project plans. Try to break your project down into several pieces. 

2. Take each piece and try to come up with the amount of board footage that is needed for each one. 

Board Footage: Rough lumber is always sold by the board foot.  

Use the formula for figuring board footage:

 T=Thickness  W=Width  L=Length
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This is an example of figuring board footage.
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Notice: a common mistake is made be not transferring the feet into inches. For example remember if your board is 8 foot long you must use 96” in the formula. 

3. Once you have the board footage figured you need to find the total price by multiplying the board footage by the cost per board footage of that type of wood. 

For Example: If your part is 1.25 board foot and it is made from Red Oak you need to find the price of Red Oak. If the price of Red Oak is $2.50 a board foot all you need to do is multiply $2.50 by 1.25

Therefore, The total cost for the board above is $3.13 ($3.125 is rounded to $3.13)

4. You need to continue to do this for the rest of you parts. Carefully fill in your ESTIMATED COST of MATERIALS form. 

