Michigan Merit Curriculum Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts Credit Guidelines Sample Alignment Tools Now Available 

The goal of the visual, performing, and applied arts graduation minimum one credit requirement is to ensure that all students have a foundation and experience in the complete artistic/creative process, and that they achieve competence in this process by the time they graduate from high school. 

Two sample alignment tools are now available at: www.michigan.gov/highschool. Sample I provides an opportunity for course objectives to be aligned to the appropriate content standards, benchmarks and credit guidelines. Sample II is designed to be used for courses which need to be aligned to the credit guidelines but have already been aligned to content standards and benchmarks. 

These sample tools were developed to assist intermediate and local school districts in identifying curricular offerings that prepare students to meet all of the credit guidelines. These tools are provided only as samples and intermediate and local school districts can develop their own tools or adapt these to meet their local needs.

The guidelines for the one credit graduation requirement in the visual, performing, and applied arts describe three strands within the artistic/creative process: Create, Perform/Present, and Respond.

The skills and content addressed in these guidelines will, in practice,be woven together into a coherent and dynamic visual, performing, or applied arts curriculum. The credit guidelines are aligned to Michigan Content Standards and Benchmarks, Career Cluster Mastery Grids and Program Guidelines for each of the visual, performing, and applied arts. These core state documents remain available to guide and support curriculum development at the local level.

These credit guidelines can be easily adapted to a specific visual, performing, or applied arts discipline and/or level of student proficiency.

Each student must satisfactorily master all guidelines specified in the Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts Credit Guidelines document through one or more courses to meet the one credit graduation requirement in the visual, performing, and applied arts.

Below is a snapshot of the visual, performing, and applied arts Michigan Merit Curriculum materials now available at: www.michigan.gov/highschool. The new sample alignment tools are available as PDF files under "Resources."
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Michigan Merit Curriculum - Visual, Performing and Applied Arts
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In preparation for implementation of the new high school graduation requirements, the Michigan Department of Education, in collaboration with partners across the state, has developed Course/Credit Guidelines to provide all educators and students with a common understanding of what high school students should know and be able to do at the completion of each credit/course. 
High School Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts Content Guidelines [image: image4.png]
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Roll Out Documents 

• High School Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts Credit Guidelines Video on Demand 
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Tools

• Frequently Asked Questions on Visual,Performing and Applied Arts Credit Guidelines [image: image8.png]
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Resources

• MMC VPAA Alignment Tool Sample I [image: image10.png]




• MMC VPAA Alignment Tool Sample II [image: image11.png]
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