Wood Basements

AWWF-All weather wood foundation


-Foundation is the lowest division of a wall intended for permanent use; that part of a wall on which an entire building is erected. 







-Robert Putman

Therefore it is understood that a foundation of a building is the most crucial, single element in a house or structure 

Components

Base for Footings-10”-14” 

Crushed stone- Maximum size ½”

Course sand- Grain size less than 1/16”

Pea Stone Gravel- Maximum size ¾”

Footings- 2x12  Pressure treaded       AWPB-FDN (American Wood Preserves  Bureau  STANDARDS)

Backfill- 24”

Crushed stone- Maximum size ½”

Course sand- Grain size less than 1/16”

Pea Stone Gravel- Maximum size ¾”

Walls- 2x8 12” on center  OR 2x10 16” on center      AWPB-FDN

Sheeting- 4’x8’ by ¾”Thick      AWPB-FDN

Sealants- Polyurethane sheeting- 6 mil


   Caulking especially designed for AWWF 

Fasteners- Stainless steal nails and water resistant adhesives 

Bridging- 2x8 Located halfway horizontally between studs. 
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Cost Saving Advantages 
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Structural Disadvantages
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Cost Disadvantages
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The success of a wood foundation depends on:

· Using high quality materials specifically designed for the job.

· Following guidelines and engineered designs specifically for wood foundations.

· How successful the builder/homeowner is at keeping the water away from the wood. 
Heyser 2001


